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SUBJECT: LEBANON'S CATHOLIC PRELATES DISCUSS CHRISTIAN POSITION 

1. LEADERS OF MARONITE AND OTHER CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN 
LEBANON HELD MEETING NOV 7 AT MARONITE PATRIARCH'S RESI- 
CENCE IN BKERKE. MEETING WAS POLLOW-UP TO MESSAGE FROM 
POPE TO PRES FRANGIE LAST WEEK EXPRESSING ANXIETY ABOUT 
LEBANON'S PORMULA OP INTERCOMMUNAL COEXISTENCE AND URGING 
END TO FIGHTING. OBVIOUSLY MEETING ALSO INTENDED AS PREPARA- 
TION POR CARDINAL BERTOLTS VISIT AS PAPAL EMISSARY. (BERTOLI 
ARRIVED NOV 9.) A PARTICIPANT TOLD EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE 
LATER THAT MAIN POINTS OP DISCUSSION WERE AS POLLOWS: 

(A) PARTICIPANTS AGREED THAT LEBANON SHOULD RETAIN PRESIDENCY 
POR MARONITE AND THE CURRENT SIX-PIVE RATION OP CHRISTIANS OVER 
MOSLEMS IN PARLIAMENT. RATIONALE POR SIX- VIE RATION WAS, 

PIRST, THAT CABINET AND ADMINISTRATION HAVE EVOLVED TO PIETY- 
PITY SPLIT GIVING MSOLEMS ALL THEY NEED AND, SECOND, THAT 
CHRISTIAN EDGE IS NEEDED IN LEGISLATURE TO OVERCOME ANY PUTURE 
MOVVES TOWARD UNION WITH SYRIA. (COMMENT: APPARENTLY 
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AND AMDINISTRATION IS AS MUCH AN ARGUMENT FOR HAVING SAME 
RATION IN LEGISLATURE AS IT IS AN ARGUMENT AGAINST. THEIR FEAR 
OF FUTURE EFFORTS TO UNITE WITH SYRIA REPORTEDLY INCLUDED 
BELIEF THAT SOME CHRISTIANS MIGHT VOTE WITH MOSLEMS AND THUS 
EXTRA MARGIN NEEDED.) 

(B) MARONITE PATRIARCH SPOKE OUT STRONGLY ON 
THE PARTITION 

OF LEBANON.THE OTHERS AGREED WITH HIM BUT HEDGED IN THEIR 
COMMENTS, INDICATING THEIR COMMITMENT TO COUNTRY'S TERRI- 
TORIAL UNITY WAS SIGNIFICANTLY LOWE THAN HIS. 

(C) GREEK CATHOLIC PATRIARCH HAKIM BRIEFED PARTICIPNTS ON 
RECENT TALK WITH AMBASSADOR GODLEY. 

HAKIM SAID AMBASSADOR HAD NOT BEEN ENCOURAGING ON US SUP- 
PORT FOR LEBANON (READ LEBANESE CHRISTISN). OTHERPARTICI- 
PANTS REPLIED THAT THEIR SOUNDINGS OF US EMBASSY ATITUDES HAD 
BROUGHT THEM TO SAME CONCLUSION. (COMMENT: THE MESAGE 
MAY BE GETTING THROUGH THAT THE USG DOES NOT EQUATE LEBANON 
WITH PRIVILEGED POSITION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.) 

2. PUBLIC STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER MEETING AVOIDED ABOVE POINTS 
EXCEPT IN GENERALITIES. IT STRESSED NECESSITY FOR FIGHTING TO 
END AND DIALOGUE TO RESUME AMONGH COUNTRY'S COMMUNITIES. IT 
ADDED THAT STATE SHOULD EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER ALL ELEMENTS TO 
STOP INFLOW OF ARMS FROM EVERY SOURCE AND TO EVERY DESTINATION. 
THE STATEMENT ALSO URGED THE GOVT TO DEVOTE ITSELF TO OVERCOMING 
THE CONOMIC DISASTER THAT EXISTS IN THE WAKE OF THE FIGHTING. 
GODLEY 
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